
Sunday Evening Communion Service 
January 15, 2023

“They spoke against God, saying,
    ‘Can God spread a table in the wilderness?”     

  - Psalm 78: 19
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Communion Worship – January 15, 2023
Presider: Reverend Nameun Cho

Call to Worship:  Isaiah 25:6-9
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader	 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a 
feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of 
marrow, of aged wine well refined.

People	 And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering 
that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over 
all nations.

Leader	​ He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his 
people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord 
has spoken.

People  It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we 
have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the 
Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice 
in his salvation.”

Prayer of Invocation
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Wilderness
(Words & Music: Daniel Snoke, Keith Watts, & Naaman Wood 2020)

Ev'ry failure that we carry
Is a load you long to take
And redeem it for your glory
With the lightness of your grace
Though the wilderness is lonely
Though our hope may seem to wear
Still the wilderness is holy
For we find you meet us there there

Ev’ry trial and temptation 
Is a cross you call to bear
That we know more of your patience 
And to feel your loving care
Though the wilderness is lonely 
Though our faith may seem to bend 
In the wilderness you closely 
Guard our hearts unto the end

Ev'ry stain and imperfection
You are making wholly new
For our marks shall be reflections
Of the scars you carry too
Though the wilderness is lonely 
Though we wander and we roam
Through the wilderness your only 
Path of love will lead us home

Blessed is his name
Jesus Christ we sing
Worthy to be praise
Hallelujah!

Though the wilderness is lonely 
Though we wander and we roam
Through the wilderness your only 
Path of love will lead us home
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Psalm 126 
(Words & Music: Isaac Wardell 2012)

Our mouths, they were filled,
Filled with laughter;
Our tongues, they were loosed,
Loosed with joy. 
Restore us, O Lord!
Restore us, O Lord!

Although we are weeping,
Lord help us keep sowing
The seeds of Your Kingdom
For the day You will reap them.
Your sheaves we will carry;
Lord, please do not tarry! 
All those who sow weeping
Will go out with songs of joy.

The nations will say
“He has done great things!”
The nations will sing
Songs of joy.
Restore us, O Lord!
Restore us, O Lord!
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Call to Confession: Isaiah 1:16-17

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your 
deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; 
seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, 
plead the widow's cause.

Prayer of Confession:
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin!

Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach 
me wisdom in the secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I 
shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let 
me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken 
rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 
iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take 
not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon:  Isaiah 1:18

“Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
are red like crimson,they shall become like wool."

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of 
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St., 
15207).

All Things New
(Words: Horatius Bonar 1779; Music: Clint Wells 2009)

Come Lord and tarry not
Bring the long-looked-for day
O why these years of waiting here
These ages of delay?

Come for your saints still wait
Daily ascends their sigh
The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come;"
Do you not hear our cry?

O come and make all things new
Come and make all things new
Come and make all things new
Build up this broken earth
Come and make all things new
All things new

Come for creation groans
Impatient while you stay
Worn out in labor pains of hope 
Still bound by earth’s decay

Come for love waxes cold
Its steps are faint and slow
Our faith is pressed by unbelief
Hope's lamp burns dim and low 



7

Scripture & Homily 
Revelation 3:20
"Feasting in the Wilderness"

-Reverend Aaron Garber

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat 

with him, and he with me.

Leader	 This is the Word of the Lord.

People	 Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture
I Peter 4:9 /  Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.

Notes
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Communion
City Reformed Church invites all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their 
sins and trust Christ alone for salvation, and who are members of congregations which 
proclaim the gospel, to receive Holy Communion with us. Parents with non-communing 
children are encouraged to bring their children forward during communion. The elders 
will lay a hand on their head and briefly pray for them as they serve you.

Communion is served with wine and with grape juice. The wine is placed in the two 
outer circles of the communion tray, and the grape juice is placed in the inner circle. 
Because Jesus used wine during the first communion service, we believe using real 
wine is beneficial. However, participants are welcome to choose. There is also gluten-
free bread available on each plate.

Please join us in song as we celebrate Christ dwelling with his church in the sacrament 
of communion.
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Songs of Communion

Come to Me
(Words & Music: Wendell Kimbrough 2017)

You are weighed down you are worried
Child I see you child I know you
Bring your burdens bring your labor
Come to me

Come to me come to me
Come to me if you are weary
I will give you 
I will give you my rest

I am gentle I am humble
Let me teach you let me show you
Trade your burden mine is easy
Come to me 
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O Come To The Altar
(Words & Music: Christopher Brown, Mack Brock, Steven Furtick, and Wade Joye 2015)

Are you hurting and broken within
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin
Jesus is calling
Have you come to the end of yourself
Do you thirst for a drink from the well
Jesus is calling

O come to the altar
The Father's arms are open wide
Forgiveness was bought with
The precious blood of Jesus Christ

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes
Come today there's no reason to wait
Jesus is calling
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy
From the ashes a new life is born
Jesus is calling

Oh what a Savior
Isn't he wonderful
Sing alleluia Christ is risen
Bow down before him
For he is Lord of all
Sing alleluia Christ is risen

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown
Tell the world of the treasure you've found
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Doxology
(Words: Thomas Ken 1674; Music: Louis Bourgeois 1510)

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
(repeat)

Amen

Benediction
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Community Groups 
Community Groups meet for Bible study, fellowship, and service, and are some 
of the best opportunities to connect with church life - always open for visitors 
throughout the year. Please contact Pastor Joseph Bianco (Joseph@cityreformed.
org) with any questions, and for a listing of current groups, refer to: www.
cityreformed.org/community-groups

Sunday
Fox Chapel*- Watson Barker
North Hills**- David Bacon

Monday
Forest Hills*- Adam Schwab 

Tuesday
Northside- Joe Benscoter & Nathan Schartner 
Friendship**- Michael Hilton
Morningside* - Jeff Winkler 
West Hills*- Jonathan Dodd

Wednesday
Regent Square- David Snoke 
Baldwin/Greenfield*- Joseph Bianco
East Suburban- Joe Stehle

Thursday 
Shadyside - Ben Chidester
Near East Suburban- Jim Partridge

*Childcare provided 

** Kid's play area available


