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"Broken hearts think God far away, when he is really most near them; their eyes are holden so that they
see not their best friend. Indeed, he is with them, and in them, but they know it not. They run hither
and thither, seeking peace in their own works, or in experiences, or in proposals and resolutions, where-
as the Lord is nigh them, and the simple act of faith will reveal him."

- Treasury of David, by Charles H. Spurgeon



Call to Worship: Psalm 33:1-5, 20-22

Leader Shout for joy in the Lorp, O you
righteous! Praise befits the
upright. Give thanks to the LorD
with the lyre; make melody to him
with the harp of ten strings!

People Sing to him a new song; play
skillfully on the strings, with
loud shouts. For the word of the
Lorp is upright, and all his work
is done in faithfulness.

Leader He loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of the steadfast love
of the Lorp. Our soul waits for the
Lorp; he is our help and our shield.

People For our heart is glad in him, because
we trust in his holy name. Let your
steadfast love, O Lorp, be upon us,
even as we hope in you.

Prayer of Invocation

All Creatures of Our God and King
(Words: St. Francis of Assisi 1225; Music: Lasst Uns
Erfreun 16-1900s)

All creatures of our God and King,

Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam,

O praise Him, O praise Him,

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
Ye clouds that sail in heav'n along,

O praise Him, Alleluia!

Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice,

O praise Him, O praise Him,

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
Make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou fire so masterful and bright,
That givest us both warmth and light,
O praise Him, O praise Him,

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

And all ye souls of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,

O sing ye, Alleluia!l

Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God, and on Him cast your care,
O praise Him, O praise Him,

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless,

And worship Him in humbleness,

O praise Him, Alleluia!

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, three in one,

O praise Him, O praise Him,

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



All Creatures of Our God and King
(Words & Music : Wendell Kimbrough 2013)

Now the days and hours and moments
Of our suff'ring seem so long

And the toilsome wait and wond'ring
Threaten silence to our song

Now our pain is real and pressing
Where our faith is thin and weak
But our hope is set on Jesus

And we cling to him our strength

For behold | tell a myst'ry

At the trumpet sound we'll wake
Death is swallowed up in vict'ry

When we meet our King of Grace

Every year we thought was wasted
Every night we cried How long

All will be a passing moment

In our Savior's vict'ry song

Oh eternal weight of glory

Oh inheritance divine

We will see our Lord redeeming
Every past and future time

All our pains will be transfigured
Like the scars of Christ our Lord
We will see the weight of glory
And our broken years restored

We will see our wounded Savior
We'll behold him face to face

And we'll hear our anguished stories
Sung as vict'ry songs of grace

Call to Confession:
Hebrews 6:7-8

For land that has drunk the rain that
often falls on it, and produces a crop
useful to those for whose sake it is
cultivated, receives a blessing from God.
But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is
worthless and near to being cursed, and
its end is to be burned.

Prayer of Confession:

Our gracious and heavenly Father, we
are like the land on whom the rain falls,
producing a crop useful to those for
whose sake it is cultivated. You have
blessed us immensely, but we confess
that we do not always use these
blessings to bless. We confess the
ways we store up grain for ourselves
rather than opening the storehouses.
We confess the ways we doubt your
provision during lean years. We confess
fearing man rather than fearing you.
Help us again, that we may respond to
the great blessings we have in Christ
by pouring out our blessings to others.

Silent Confession



Assurance of Pardon:
Hebrews 6:9-12

Though we speak in this way, yet in your
case, beloved, we feel sure of better
things—things that belong to salvation.
For God is not unjust so as to overlook
your work and the love that you have
shown for his name in serving the saints,
as you still do. And we desire each one
of you to show the same earnestness to
have the full assurance of hope until the
end, so that you may not be sluggish, but
imitators of those who through faith and
patience inherit the promises.

Corporate Prayer

Song of Renewal

We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship
within the corporate family of Christ. Please direct
giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929
Coleman St., 15207).

All Things New

(Words: Horatius Bonar 1779; Music: Clint Wells 2009)

Come Lord and tarry not

Bring the long-looked-for day

O why these years of waiting here
These ages of delay?

Come for your saints still wait

Daily ascends their sigh

The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come;"
Do you not hear our cry?

O come and make all things new
Come and make all things new
Come and make all things new
Build up this broken earth

Come and make all things new
All things new

Come for creation groans
Impatient while you stay

Worn out in labor pains of hope
Still bound by earth's decay

Come for love waxes cold

Its steps are faint and slow
Our faith is pressed by unbelief
Hope's lamp burns dim and low

Scripture & Homily:

Psalm 34
"The Radiant Face"
- Reverend Joseph Bianco

" | will bless the Lorp at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lorp;

let the humble hear and be glad.
3 Oh, magnify the Lorp with me,

and let us exalt his name together!

“ | sought the Lorp, and he answered me
and delivered me from all my fears.
5 Those who look to him are radiant,
and their faces shall never be ashamed.
¢ This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him
and saved him out of all his troubles.
7 The angel of the Lorb encamps
around those who fear him, and delivers
them.

8 Oh, taste and see that the Lorp is good!
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
? Oh, fear the Lorp, you his saints,
for those who fear him have no lack!
' The young lions suffer want and hunger;
but those who seek the Loro lack no good
thing.



" Come, O children, listen to me;
| will teach you the fear of the Loro.
2 What man is there who desires life
and loves many days, that he may see good?
3 Keep your tongue from evil
and your lips from speaking deceit.
™ Turn away from evil and do good,;
seek peace and pursue it.

" The eyes of the Lorp are toward the righteous
and his ears toward their cry.

' The face of the Lorp is against those who do

evil,

to cut off the memory of them from the earth.

7 When the righteous cry for help, the Lorp

hears and delivers them out of all their troubles.

'8 The Lorp is near to the brokenhearted
and saves the crushed in spirit.

” Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the Lorp delivers him out of them all.
2 He keeps all his bones;
not one of them is broken.
2 Affliction will slay the wicked,
and those who hate the righteous will be
condemned.
22 The Lorp redeems the life of his servants;
none of those who take refuge in him will be
condemned.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God

Additional Scripture

Exodus 12:46/ It shall be eaten in one house; you
shall not take any of the flesh outside the house,
and you shall not break any of its bones.

Psalm 25:2/ O my God, in you | trust; let me not
be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over
me.

Proverb 1318/ Poverty and disgrace come to
him who ignores instruction, but whoever heeds
reproof is honored.

Isaiah 54:4/ "Fear not, for you will not be
ashamed; be not confounded, for you will not be
disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your
youth, and the reproach of your widowhood you
will remember no more."

Romans 1:16/ For | am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also
to the Greek.

Romans 8:1/ There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.




Sermon Outline

Proposition: For the Christian, the good life is not
a hallmark life, but a cross marked life. In this
passage David is teaching us that God's people
must learn the secret of overcoming affliction by
fearing God at all times (v.1).

Fallen condition: We wrongly believe that
experiencing negative life events means that God
has abandoned us — We're cynical of God

Main Points: What does it look like to fear God, to
bless him at all times?

1. You have to be poor
2. You have to taste

3.  You have to suffer

Conclusion: None of the bones of Christ were
broken

Song of Thanksgiving

Psalm 34 | Taste and See
(Words & Music: Joe Rigney & Shane Barnard 2015)

| sought the Lord and He answered me
And delivered me from ev'ry fear
Those who look on Him are radiant
They'll never be ashamed

They'll never be ashamed

This poor man cried and the Lord heard me
And saved me from my enemies

The Son of God surrounds His saints

He will deliver them

He will deliver them

Magnify the Lord with me
Come exalt His name together
Glorify the Lord with me
Come exalt His name forever

O taste and see that the Lord is good
O blessed is he who hides in Him

O fear the Lord O all you saints

He'll give you ev'rything

He'll give you ev'rything

Let us bless the Lord
Ev'ry day and night
Never ending praise
May our incense rise

Benediction



Notes



Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church

We are glad to have you join us for worship today. If you are new, we would love to meet
you! Please contact us at office@cityreformed.org. If you would like to contact a pastor,
please email nameun@cityreformed.org. And, if you would like more information about our
ministries, resources, and ways to engage, please visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Prayer Requests About Us
If you have a prayer Sunday Morning Worship Service Church Office
request, we will pray for 10:15 AM 3929 Coleman St.
you. Please send prayer Winchester Thurston Auditorium Pittsburgh, PA 15207
requests to Pastor Joseph 5059 Ellsworth Ave t: 412-720-7014
through Pittsburgh PA, 15213 e: office@cityreformed.org
prayer@cityreformed.org. | |VESTREAM: tinyurl.com/CRPClive w: cityreformed.org
Sunday Evening Service Donations
5:30 PM Online: cityreformed.org/give

Greenfield Chapel
3929 Coleman Street
Pittsburgh PA, 15207

Mail: to the Church Office address
above "Attn: Bookkeeper" (checks
payable to City Reformed Presbyterian
Church)
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