
Sunday Morning Worship
August 5, 2018



Reflections

We had ‘em all the way.

- Bob Prince (Iconic Pittsburgh Pirates radio broadcaster)

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please stop by the 
Welcome Table in the foyer - we would love to meet you! If you would like 
more information, please fill out one of the info cards on the table, refer to 
our print newsletter, City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Please speak to an usher or greeter if you have any questions about the nursery and 
children’s programs.
•	 There is a nursery for children infant – 3 during the service. 

•	 During the 10:15 am service, children 4 – 7 have the option to be dismissed to 
attend Children’s Church.

•	 Children’s bulletins are available at the back table for those staying in service.
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Worship – August 5, 2018
Presider: Reverend John McCombs

Call to Worship: Psalm 66:1, 5-12, 16
Please stand for the call to worship if you are able.

Leader	 Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name; 
give to him glorious praise! …

People	 Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his 
deeds toward the children of man.

Leader	 He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on 
foot.

People	 There did we rejoice in him, who rules by his might forever, 
whose eyes keep watch on the nations—let not the rebellious 
exalt themselves.

Leader	 Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard, 
who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet 
slip.

People	 For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is 
tried.

Leader	 You brought us into the net; you laid a crushing burden on our 
backs; you let men ride over our heads; we went through fire 
and through water; yet you have brought us out to a place of 
abundance….

People	 Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he 
has done for my soul.

Prayer of Invocation
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Scripture Reading: Psalm 104:31-35

Rejoice In All Your Works - Psalm 104
(By: Wendell Kimbrough 2014)

Every mouth that cries for food, 
Every lung that yearns for breath, 
Every eye that searches through the dark for light— 
All creation looks to you 
For its breath and for its food. 
From the goodness of your hand we’re satisfied. 

Oh rejoice in all your works, 
King of Heaven, King of Earth! 
Every creature you have made declares your praise. 
We rejoice in all you’ve made, 
God of all-sustaining grace! 
With the mountain, sky, and sea, we sing your praise! 

Every tree that thirsts for rain, 
Every bird that seeks its nest, 
Every heart that waits in hope to be made glad— 
All creation looks to you 
For its breath and for its food. 
From the goodness of your hand we’re satisfied 

May the pond’rings of my heart, 
And the song upon my lips, 
With the chorus of creation join in praise: 
To the God who made all things, 
To the Spirit who sustains, 
To the Son who over all creation reigns!

Great Are You Lord 
(By: Leslie Jordan & David Leonard 2012)

You give life You are love
You bring light to the darkness
You give hope You restore 
Ev’ry heart that is broken
And great are You Lord
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It’s Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise
We pour out our praise
It’s Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise to You only

And all the earth will shout Your praise
Our hearts will cry these bones will sing
Great are You Lord

Call to Confession: Isaiah 41:10
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand. 

Prayer of Confession
O God, we confess we have often been apathetic, failing to seek or 
even care about justice in the affairs that surround us. We have failed 
to truly love and value mercy as You do, nor extend it to others as 
You have to us. Our walk before you is frequently characterized by 
presumption rather than humility. Though we are but jars of clay, you 
have chosen us to be vessels of Your mercy and grace to a hurting 
world. Make us to respond to your love by displaying and extending 
the gospel of grace in word and deed to others with the joy of the 
Lord as our strength. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: Romans 8:31-34 
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 
all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall 
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
During this song we will pass offering bags through the congregation. We ask that our members 
and regular attendees will thoughtfully consider their contribution as an act of worship - a 
response to God’s grace in our lives. Those who are not a regular part of our church are not 
expected to participate in the offering.

Abide With Me  
(By: Henry Francis Lyte 1847; Lyrics: Justin Smith 2007)

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.
When other helpers, fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, abide with me.

Thou on my head, in early youth didst smile;
And, though rebellious, and perverse meanwhile,
Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee,
On to the close Lord, abide with me.

I need Thy presence, every passing hour.
What but Thy grace, can foil the tempter’s power?
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless
Ills have no weight, tears lose their bitterness
Where is thy sting death? Where grave thy victory?
I triumph still, abide with me.

Hold Thou Thy cross, before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, Lord, abide with me.

Pastoral Prayer
At this time, children ages 4-7 may be dismissed for children’s church. The leaders will bring the 
children to children’s church and then back to the worship service after the sermon.
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Sermon: Acts 27:1, 9-44

Acts Part 3: A Missionary in Chains

“Saved Through the Storm” - Reverend Matthew Koerber

And when it was decided that we should sail for Italy, they 
delivered Paul and some other prisoners to a centurion of the 

Augustan Cohort named Julius….

9Since much time had passed, and the voyage was now dangerous 
because even the Fast was already over, Paul advised them, 
10saying, “Sirs, I perceive that the voyage will be with injury 
and much loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of 
our lives.” 11But the centurion paid more attention to the pilot 
and to the owner of the ship than to what Paul said. 12And 
because the harbor was not suitable to spend the winter in, the 
majority decided to put out to sea from there, on the chance that 
somehow they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete, facing 
both southwest and northwest, and spend the winter there. 
13Now when the south wind blew gently, supposing that they had 
obtained their purpose, they weighed anchor and sailed along 
Crete, close to the shore. 14But soon a tempestuous wind, called 
the northeaster, struck down from the land. 15And when the 
ship was caught and could not face the wind, we gave way to it 
and were driven along. 16Running under the lee of a small island 
called Cauda, we managed with difficulty to secure the ship’s 
boat. 17After hoisting it up, they used supports to undergird the 
ship. Then, fearing that they would run aground on the Syrtis, 
they lowered the gear, and thus they were driven along. 18Since we 
were violently storm-tossed, they began the next day to jettison 
the cargo. 19And on the third day they threw the ship’s tackle 
overboard with their own hands. 20When neither sun nor stars 
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appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope 
of our being saved was at last abandoned.

21Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul stood 
up among them and said, “Men, you should have listened to me 
and not have set sail from Crete and incurred this injury and loss. 
22Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life 
among you, but only of the ship. 23For this very night there stood 
before me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I 
worship, 24and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand 
before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all those who 
sail with you.’ 25So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that 
it will be exactly as I have been told. 26But we must run aground 
on some island.” 27When the fourteenth night had come, as we 
were being driven across the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the 
sailors suspected that they were nearing land. 28So they took a 
sounding and found twenty fathoms. A little farther on they took 
a sounding again and found fifteen fathoms. 29And fearing that we 
might run on the rocks, they let down four anchors from the stern 
and prayed for day to come. 30And as the sailors were seeking to 
escape from the ship, and had lowered the ship’s boat into the sea 
under pretense of laying out anchors from the bow, 31Paul said to 
the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the ship, 
you cannot be saved.” 32Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the 
ship’s boat and let it go. 

33As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some 
food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth day that you have continued 
in suspense and without food, having taken nothing. 34Therefore 
I urge you to take some food. For it will give you strength, for not 
a hair is to perish from the head of any of you.” 35And when he 
had said these things, he took bread, and giving thanks to God 
in the presence of all he broke it and began to eat. 36Then they all 
were encouraged and ate some food themselves. 37(We were in all 
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276 persons in the ship.) 38And when they had eaten enough, they 
lightened the ship, throwing out the wheat into the sea. 39Now 
when it was day, they did not recognize the land, but they noticed 
a bay with a beach, on which they planned if possible to run the 
ship ashore. 40So they cast off the anchors and left them in the sea, 
at the same time loosening the ropes that tied the rudders. Then 
hoisting the foresail to the wind they made for the beach. 41But 
striking a reef, they ran the vessel aground. The bow stuck and 
remained immovable, and the stern was being broken up by the 
surf. 42The soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any should 
swim away and escape. 43But the centurion, wishing to save Paul, 
kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who 
could swim to jump overboard first and make for the land, 44and 
the rest on planks or on pieces of the ship. And so it was that all 
were brought safely to land.

Leader	 This is the Word of the Lord.

People	 Thanks be to God.
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Additional Scripture
Isaiah 43:1-3 /  But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he 
who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you 
by name, you are mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through 
fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  For I am the 
Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

Jonah 1:3-4 /  But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. 
He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare 
and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence 
of the Lord. But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a 
mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up.

Mathew. 8:24-26 /  And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that 
the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep.  And they went 
and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” And he said to them, 
“Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds 
and the sea, and there was a great calm.

Communion
City Reformed Church invites all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their 
sins and trust Christ alone for salvation, and who are members of congregations 
which proclaim the gospel, to receive Holy Communion with us. Parents with non-
communing children are encouraged to bring their children forward during communion. 
The elders will lay a hand on their head and briefly pray for them as they serve you.

STAGE

IN
OUT OUT OUT

Communion will be served by elders to 
several people at a time at the front of 
the Church. When you are ready, please 
proceed up using the left aisle. At the 
ushers’ guidance, you may move forward 
to receive the elements as a group. We 
encourage you to exit from the front via 
the nearest aisle.
Communion is served with wine and with grape juice. The wine is placed in the two 
outer circles of the communion tray, and the grape juice is placed in the inner circle. 
Because Jesus used wine during the first communion service, we believe using real 
wine is beneficial. However, participants are welcome to choose. There is also gluten-
free bread available on each plate.

Please join us in song as we celebrate Christ dwelling with his church in the sacrament 
of communion.
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Songs of Communion
Please stand for the final songs if you are able.

How Firm A Foundation  
(Lyrics: R. Keene and George Keith 1787; Arranged: Daniel Snoke 2018)

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God I will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.”

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of grief shall not thee overflow
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.”

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to break,
I will never, no never, no never forsake.”



10

Isaiah 43 
(Author Unknown)

When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you,
And the waves will not overcome you.
Do not fear,
For I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name;
You are mine.

For I am the Lord, your God (echo)
I am the Lord, your God
I Am The Holy One of Israel, your Savior. (Repeat)

I am the Lord (Do not fear)
I am the Lord (Do not fear)
I am the Lord (Do not fear)
I am the Lord (Do not fear)

When you walk through the fire,
You’ll not be burned,
And the flames will not consume you.
Do not fear,
For I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name;
You are mine.

Amazing Grace 
(By: Edwin Othello Excell and John Newton 1779)

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound!
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind but now I see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear.
And grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils, and snare.
I have already come.
‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.
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All scripture verses are the English Standard Version (ESV), unless otherwise noted.

The Lord has promised good to me.
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.

Doxology  
(By: Thomas Ken 1674; Music: Louis Bourgeois 1510)

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer

Announcements
At the beginning of announcements parents are dismissed to pick up their children 
from nursery.

Benediction

Tonight’s Evening Service: Reverend Joseph Bianco will preach “No 
Good Apart From You” from Psalm 16.


