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"In confession occurs the breakthrough of the Cross. ... | want to be my own law, |
have a right to my self, my hatred and my desires, my life and my death. The mind
and flesh of man are set on fire by pride; for it is precisely in his wickedness that
man wants to be as God. Confession in the presence of a brother is the profound-
est kind of humiliation. It hurts, it cuts a man down, it is a dreadful blow to pride.

Those who remain alone with their evil are left utterly alone. It is possible that
Christians may remain lonely in spite of daily worship together, prayer together,
and all their community through service—that the final breakthrough to commu-
nity does not occur precisely because they enjoy community with one another as
pious believers, but not with one another as those lacking piety, as sinners. ..Many
Christians would be unimaginably horrified if a real sinner were suddenly to turn
up among the pious. So we remain alone with our sin, trapped in lies and hypocri-
sy, for we are in fact sinners... However, the grace of the gospel, which is so hard
for the pious to comprehend, confronts us with the truth. It says to us, you are a
sinner, a great, unholy sinner. Now come, as the sinner that you are, to your God
who loves you. For God wants you as you are, not desiring anything from you—a
sacrifice, a good deed—but rather desiring you alone. ..The mask you wear in the
presence of other people won't get you anywhere in the presence of God. God
wants to see you as you are, wants to be gracious to you. You do not have to go
on lying to yourself and to other Christians as if you were without sin."

-Dietrich Bonhoeffer, "Lite Together"



Worship Service

City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship — August 6, 2023
Presider: Elder Joseph Stehle

Call to Worship: isaiah 57:14b-16, 18-19
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader "Build up, build up, prepare the way, remove every obstruction from
my people's way."

People For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits
eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place,
and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive
the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite.

Leader "For | will not contend forever, nor will | always be angry; for the
spirit would grow faint before me, and the breath of life that |
made.... | have seen his ways, but | will heal him; | will lead him and
restore comfort to him and his mourners, creating the fruit of the

lips.

People "Peace, peace, to the far and to the near," says the Lorp, "and |
will heal him."

Prayer of Invocation

Behold Him
(Words & Music: Mitch Wong & Paul Baloche 2019)

He who was before there was light
Walked across the pages of time
He who made every living thing
Behold Him

He who heard humanity's cry

Left His throne to wake as a child
He became like the least of us
Behold Him

Jesus Son of God Messiah
The Lamb the roaring Lion
Oh be still and behold Him
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He who dined with sinners and saints
Healed the blind the lost and the lame
Even now He is in our midst

Behold Him

He who chose a criminal's end

Paid with blood to settle our debt
Buried death as He rose to life

Behold Him

Jesus Son of God Messiah
The Lamb the roaring Lion
Oh be still and behold Him
Jesus Alpha and Omega
Our God the risen Savior
Oh be still and behold Him

Holy holy holy

Is the Lord God Almighty
Worthy worthy worthy
To receive all praise

Speak O Lord
(Words & Music: Stuart Townend and Keith Getty 2005)

Speak O Lord as we come to You

To receive the food of Your holy word

Take Your truth plant it deep in us

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness

That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith
Speak O Lord and fulfill in us

All Your purposes for Your glory

Teach us Lord full obedience

Holy reverence true humility

Test our thoughts and our attitudes
In the radiance of Your purity
Cause our faith to rise

Cause our eyes to see

Your majestic love and authority
Words of power that can never fail
Let their truth prevail over unbelief
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Speak O Lord and renew our minds

Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time

That will echo down through eternity

And by grace we'll stand on Your promises
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us
Speak O Lord till Your church is built

And the earth is filled with Your glory

Call to Confession: psalm 19:12-14

Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from hidden faults.
Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not
have dominion over me! Then | shall be blameless, and innocent of
great transgression. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation
of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lorp, my rock and my
redeemer.

Prayer of Confession: psaim 51:1-6

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin! For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your
sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless
in your judgment. Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in
sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, you delight in truth in
the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.
Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: psalm 51:10, 14-17

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me.... Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. For
you will not delight in sacrifice, or | would give it; you will not be
pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
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Corporate Prayer

Song of Renewal

We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St,

15207).

Laden with Guilt
(Music: Sandra McCracken 2001; Words: Isaac Watts 1766)

Laden with guilt and full of fears,

| fly to thee my Lord.

And not a glimpse of hope appears,
But in thy written word

The volumes of my Father's grace,
Does all my griefs assuage.

Here | behold my Savior's face,

In every page.

This is the field where hidden lies

The pearl of price unknown.

That merchant is divinely wise,

Who makes the pearl his own.

Here consecrated water flows,

To quench my thirst of sin;

Here the fair tree of knowledge grows,
No danger dwells within.

This is the judge that ends the strife,
Where wit and reason fail.

My guide to everlasting life,

Through all this gloomy vale.

Oh may thy counsels, mighty God,
My roving feet command,

Nor | forsake the happy road

That leads to thy right hand.

Oh may thy counsels, mighty God,
My roving feet command,

Nor | forsake the happy road

That leads to thy right hand.



Scripture & Homily

2 Corinthians 13:1-14
"Examine Yourselves"
- Elder David Snoke

12IHave you been thinking all along that we have been defending
ourselves to you? It is in the sight of God that we have been speaking
in Christ, and all for your upbuilding, beloved. *°For I fear that
perhaps when I come I may find you not as I wish, and that you may
find me not as you wish—that perhaps there may be quarreling,
jealousy, anger, hostility, slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder. *'1
fear that when I come again my God may humble me before you, and
I may have to mourn over many of those who sinned earlier and have
not repented of the impurity, sexual immorality, and sensuality that
they have practiced.

his is the third time I am coming to you. Every charge

must be established by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. I warned those who sinned before and all the
others, and I warn them now while absent, as I did when
present on my second visit, that if I come again I will not spare
them— *since you seek proof that Christ is speaking in me. He
is not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you.
*For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of
God. For we also are weak in him, but in dealing with you we
will live with him by the power of God.

*Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test
yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that
Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the
test! I hope you will find out that we have not failed the test.
’But we pray to God that you may not do wrong—not that we
may appear to have met the test, but that you may do what is
right, though we may seem to have failed. ®For we cannot do
anything against the truth, but only for the truth. °For we are
glad when we are weak and you are strong. Your restoration is
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what we pray for. '°For this reason I write these things while
I am away from you, that when I come I may not have to be
severe in my use of the authority that the Lord has given me
for building up and not for tearing down.

"Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one
another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God
of love and peace will be with you. *Greet one another with a
holy kiss. *All the saints greet you.

"“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture

Romans 8:7-11 / For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God,

for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in
the flesh cannot please God. You, however, are not in the flesh but in

the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells
in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

Romans 8:27-39 / And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the
will of God. And we know that for those who love God all things work
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. For
those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom
he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us

all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall
bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for

(continued on next page)
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us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As
it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are
regarded as sheep to be slaughtered." No, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am sure that neither
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Song of Thanksgiving

Trinity Hymnal #501
Just As | Am, Without One Plea

Just as | am, without one plea

but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, and waiting not

to rid my soul of one dark blot,

to thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, poor, wretched, blind;
sight, riches, healing of the mind,
yea, all | need, in thee to find,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, thou wilt receive,

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
because thy promise | believe,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, thy love unknown
has broken ev'ry barrier down;
now, to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Benediction



