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Reflections

This baptism represents Jesus' ultimate identification with Israel at the 
climactic stage in her history: confessing her sins to prepare for the 
kingdom.  Jesus’ baptism, like his impending death, would be vicarious, 
embraced on behalf of others with whom the Father had called him to 
identify.

- Craig Keener, "The Gospel of Matthew: A Socia-Rhetorical Commentary"

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please stop by the 
Welcome Table in the foyer - we would love to meet you! If you would like 
more information, please fill out one of the info cards on the table, refer to 
our print newsletter, City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Please speak to an usher or greeter if you have any questions about the nursery and 
children’s programs.
•	 There is a nursery for children infant – 3 during the service.

•	 Cry Room space is available during the service off the foyer and Board Room. 

•	 Children’s bulletins are available at the side table for those staying in service.

•	 During the sermon, children 4 – 7 are invited to continue their worship at 
Children’s Church.
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Worship – November 10, 2019
Presider: Elder Jim Partridge

Call to Worship: Revelation 5:9-14
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader	 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to 
take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, 
and by your blood you ransomed people for God from 
every tribe and language and people and nation,

People	 And you have made them a kingdom and priests to our 
God, and they shall reign on the earth." 

Leader	 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and 
the living creatures and the elders the voice of many 
angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb 
who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and might and honor and glory and blessing!"

People	 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, 
saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 
ever!"  

Prayer of Invocation
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Ever Be 
(Words & Music: Bobby Strand, Chris Greely, Gabriel Wilson, & Kalley Heiligenthal 2014)

Your love is devoted 
Like a ring of solid gold
It's a vow that's been tested 
And a covenant of old
Your love is enduring through the winter rain
And beyond the horizon with mercy for today

Faithful You have been and faithful You will be
You pledge Yourself to me and it’s why I sing

Your praise will ever be on my lips
Ever be on my lips
Your praise will ever be on my lips
Ever be on my lips

You Father the orphan
Your kindness makes us whole
You shoulder our weakness
And Your strength becomes our own
You’re making me like You
Clothing me in white
Bringing beauty from ashes
For You will have Your bride

Free of all her guilt and rid of all her shame
And known by her true name and it’s why I sing

You will be praised You will be praised
With angels and saints we sing worthy are You Lord
You will be praised You will be praised
With angels and saints we sing worthy are You Lord
And it's why I sing
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Lord I Need You 
(Words & Music: Daniel Carson, Matt Maher, Christy Nockels, & Jesse Reeves)

Lord I come I confess
Bowing here I find my rest
And without You I fall apart
You're the one that guides my heart

Lord I need You oh I need You
Ev'ry hour I need You
My one defense my righteousness
Oh God how I need You

Where sin runs deep Your grace is more
Where grace is found is where You are
And where You are Lord I am free
Holiness is Christ in me

So teach my song to rise to You
When temptation comes my way
And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You
Jesus You're my hope and stay

Scripture Reading: John 15:4-5

(continued on next page)
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Abide with Me 
(Words: Henry Francis Lyte 1847; Music: Justin Smith 2007)

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.
When other helpers, fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, abide with me.

Thou on my head, in early youth didst smile;
And, though rebellious, and perverse meanwhile,
Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee,
On to the close Lord, abide with me.

I need Thy presence, every passing hour.
What but Thy grace, can foil the tempter’s power?
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless
Ills have no weight, tears lose their bitterness
Where is thy sting death? Where grave thy victory?
I triumph still, abide with me.

Hold Thou Thy cross, before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, Lord, abide with me.
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Call to Confession: Hebrews 4:14-16

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect 
has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

Prayer of Confession
Father, we confess that we are weak. We are tempted and we 
have given into temptation. We sin. And so we hide from you 
and from your presence. We know that without a savior your 
holiness would cause us to be undone. So we don’t hope in 
ourselves but look to Jesus, our great high priest. He took on 
flesh and dwelt among us. In his death our sin is judged. In 
his resurrection we live. We thank you that in Christ we have 
confidence to come to you in prayer. We thank you that in 
Christ we have access to your presence. We thank you that 
you have not left us alone, but have drawn us to yourself in 
Christ. Help us to see that you are with us, even till the end of 
time. Amen.  

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: 2 Corinthians 5:19-21

...in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message 
of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God.
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Membership Vows: Sarah Cho

Baptism: Bennett Peter Cho, son of Nameun & Sarah Cho

Question to the Congregation:
Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting 
the parents in the Christian nurture of this child?

Corporate Prayer

Song of Renewal
As offering bags are passed, we ask that members and regular attendees consider 
contributing as an act of worship. Those who are not a regular part of our church are 
not expected to participate.

May the Mind of Christ My Savior
(Words: Kate Wilkinson 1925; Music: Daniel Snoke 2018)

May the mind of Christ my Savior 
Live in me from day to day
By his love and pow'r controlling 
All I do, all I say.
May the Word of God dwell richly 
In my heart from hour' to hour 
So that all may see I triumph
Only through his love and pow'r
Only through his love and pow'r.

May the love of Jesus fill me
As the waters fill the sea. 
Him exalting, self removing, 
This is my victory.
May the peace of God, my father, 
Rule my life in ev'rything, 
That I may be quick to comfort 
All the sick and sorrowing, 
All the sick and sorrowing.
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May his beauty rest upon me, 
As I seek the lost to win, 
And may they forget the channel, 
Seeing him, only him.
May I run the race before me, 
Strong and brave to face the foe, 
Looking only unto Jesus 
As I onward with him go,
As I onward with him go.

May I run the race before me, 
Strong and brave to face the foe, 
Looking only unto Jesus 
As I onward with him go,
As I onward with him go.

Pastoral Prayer
At this time, children ages 4-7 are invited to continue their worship at Children’s 
Church. The leaders will bring the children to Children’s Church and then back to the 
worship service after the sermon.
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Sermon:  Matthew 3:13-4:11

The Gospel of Matthew Part 1

“Trial in the Desert” - Reverend Matt Koerber

3:1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea… 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to 
be baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, 

saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?" 15But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now, for thus it is 
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented. 
16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from 
the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming 
to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, "This 
is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased."

4:1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted by the devil. 2And after fasting forty days and 
forty nights, he was hungry. 3And the tempter came and said 
to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones 
to become loaves of bread." 4But he answered, "It is written, 
"'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.'" 5Then the devil took him to 
the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6and 
said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, 
for it is written, "'He will command his angels concerning 
you,' and "'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you 
strike your foot against a stone.'" 7Jesus said to him, "Again 
it is written, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the 
test.'" 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 
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9And he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me." 10Then Jesus said to him, "Be gone, 
Satan! For it is written, "'You shall worship the Lord your God 
and him only shall you serve.'" 11Then the devil left him, and 
behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 

Leader	 This is the Word of the Lord.

People	 Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture
Matthew 2:14-15 /  And he rose and took the child and his mother 
by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet, "Out of Egypt I called my son."

Creedal Response: Westminster Larger Catechism 

Q 39. Why was it necessary that the mediator should be a man?

A. It was necessary that the mediator should be man
• so that he might represent our nature, performing 

obedience to the law and suffering and making 
intercession for us in our nature;

• so that he might have a fellow-feeling of our infirmities;
• and so that we might receive the adoption of sons and 

have comfort and access with boldness to the throne of 
grace.
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Songs of Thanksgiving
Please stand for the final songs if you are able.

Before the Throne of God Above    
(Words: Charitie Lees Bancroft; Music: Vikki Cook 1997)

Before the throne of God above,
I have a strong, a perfect plea,
A great High Priest whose name is Love,
Who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on His hands,
My name is written on His heart:
I know that while in Heav'n He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart,
No tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair,
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end to all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died,
My sinful soul is counted free;
For God the Just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me,
To look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there! The risen Lamb,
My perfect, spotless righteousness;
The great unchangeable I AM,
The King of glory and of grace!
One with Himself, I cannot die,
My soul is purchased with His blood;
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ, my Savior and my God,
With Christ, my Savior and my God.
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God With Us    
(Words & Music: Leslie Jordan 2012)

You have come to bring peace
To be love, to be nearer to us
You have come to bring life    
To be light, to shine brighter in us.  
Oh Emmanuel, “God with us”.  

Our Deliverer, You are Savior
In Your presence we find our strength
Over everything, our redemption  
God with us, You are God with us.

You have come to be hope  
To this world for Your honor and name.
You have come to take sin  
To bear shame and to conquer the grave.
Oh Emmanuel, “God with us”.

You are here and 
You are holy 
We are standing 
In Your glory (Lord)

Prayer

Announcements
At the beginning of announcements parents are dismissed to pick up their children 
from nursery.

Benediction

Tonight’s Evening Service: Reverend Joseph Bianco will be preaching 
“When I Am Weak" on 2 Corinthians 12:1-10.


