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Reflections

My dear Wormwood, 

	 ...Humans are amphibians - half spirit and half animal.... As spirits 
they belong to the eternal world, but as animals they inhabit time. This 
means that while their spirit can be directed to eternal objects, their 
bodies, passions, and imaginations are in continual change, for to be in 
time means to change. Their nearest approach to constancy, therefore, 
is undulation - the repeated return to a level from which they repeatedly 
fall back, a series of troughs and peaks. 

C.S. Lewis, “The Screwtape Letters”

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please stop by the 
Welcome Table in the foyer - we would love to meet you! If you would like 
more information, please fill out one of the info cards on the table, refer to 
our print newsletter, City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Please speak to an usher or greeter if you have any questions about the nursery and 
children’s programs.
•	 There is a nursery for children infant – 3 during the service. 

•	 A Cry Room is available during the service off the foyer.

•	 Children’s bulletins are available at the side table for those staying in service.

•	 During the service, children 4 – 7 are invited to continue their worship at 
Children’s Church.
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Worship – March 24, 2019
Presider: Reverend John McCombs

Call to Worship: Psalm 139:1-2, 13-18
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader	 O Lord, you have searched me and known me!,

People	 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my 
thoughts from afar.

Leader	 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my 
mother’s womb.

People	 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.

Leader	 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in 
secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.

People	 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were 
written, every one of them, the days that were formed for 
me, when as yet there was none of them.

Leader	 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the 
sum of them!

People	 If I would count them, they are more than the sand. I awake, 
and I am still with you.

Prayer of Invocation
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Desert Song 
(Words & Music: Brooke Frase)

This is my prayer in the desert
When all that’s within me feels dry
This is my prayer in my hunger and need
My God is the God who provides

This is my prayer in the fire
In weakness or trial or pain
There is a faith proved of more worth than gold
So refine me Lord through the flame

I will bring praise, I will bring praise
No weapon formed against me shall remain
I will rejoice, I will declare
God is my victory and He is here

This is my prayer in the battle
When triumph is still on its way
I am a conqueror and co-heir with Christ
So firm on His promise I’ll stand

All of my life in ev’ry season
You are still God
I have a reason to sing
I have a reason to worship

This is my prayer in the harvest
When favour and providence flow
I know I’m filled to be emptied again
The seed I’ve received I will sow

Psalm 85 | Speak Peace   
(Words & Music: Daniel Snoke 2019)

Speak peace to your people 
Speak peace to your saints
Speak peace to your people
Speak peace to all the earth
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Surely his salvation is at hand
Unfailing love and truth have met 
Righteousness will cover all the earth 
And his glory will fill the land 

Lord revive your joy in us again
And let us hear what you will say
Will your anger always be on us
Will you not restore us again 

Lenten Reading: Isaiah 53:3-6

Hallelujah What A Savior - Man of Sorrow 
(Words & Music: Philip Paul Bliss 1875)

Man of Sorrows! What a name
For the Son of God, Who came
Ruined sinners to reclaim.

Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned He stood;
Sealed my pardon with His blood. 

Guilty, vile, and helpless we;
Spotless Lamb of God is He;
Full atonement! Can it be? 

Lifted up was He to die;
“It is finished!” was His cry;
Now in heav’n exalted high. 

When He comes, our glorious King,
All His ransomed home to bring,
Then anew His song we’ll sing: 
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Call to Confession: Psalm 139:23-24

Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 
And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting!

Prayer of Confession
Heavenly Father, we walk in the valley of the shadow of death. We 
face hostility in the world and persistent temptations. Our minds and 
bodies are weak. Sin lurks in our own desires and threatens us from 
within. 

And yet, you pursue us with goodness and mercy. We look with hope 
to Christ our savior. He is able to understand our weak condition. 
In his death he pardoned our sin. He rose victorious over all powers 
in heaven and on earth. We rejoice as the Holy Spirit brings power 
and freedom into our lives. We yearn for the return of Christ and the 
renewal of all things. We long to dwell in your house forever. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: Romans 4:24b-5:1    

Jesus our Lord…was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 
justification. Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Membership Vows: Spencer Tofts

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
During this song we will pass offering bags through the congregation. We ask that our 
members and regular attendees thoughtfully consider their contribution as an act of 
worship - a response to God’s grace in our lives. Those who are not a regular part of 
our church are not expected to participate in the offering.

Come Ye Souls By Sin Afflicted 
(Words: Joseph Swain 1785; Music: Kevin Twit 2013)

Come ye souls by sin afflicted
Bowed with fruitless sorrow down;
By the broken law convicted
Through the cross behold the crown;
Look to Jesus (3x)
Mercy flows through Him alone.

Take His easy yoke and wear it;
Love will make your obedience sweet;
Christ will give you strength to bear it,
While His grace shall guide your feet
Safe to glory (3x)
Where His ransomed captives meet.

Blessèd are the eyes that see Him, 
Blest the ears that hear His voice;
Blessèd are the souls that trust Him,
And in Him alone rejoice;
His commandments (3x)
Then become their happy choice.

Sweet as home to pilgrims weary, 
Light to newly opened eyes,
Like full springs in deserts dreary,
Is the rest the cross supplies;
All who taste it (3x)
Shall to rest immortal rise.

Look to Jesus (3x)
Mercy flows through Him alone.

Pastoral Prayer
At this time, children ages 4-7 are invited to continue their worship at Children’s 
Church. The leaders will bring the children to children’s church and then back to the 
worship service after the sermon.
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Sermon: 1 Corinthians 15:12-14, 20-26, 35-44, 51-58

Of First Importance: The Resurrection
“Resurrection Bodies” - Reverend Matt Koerber

3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he 
was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can 
some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 

13But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 
has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain…

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits 
of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each 
in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers 
the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and 
every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put 
all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death…

35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind 
of body do they come?” 36You foolish person! What you sow does 
not come to life unless it dies. 37And what you sow is not the body 
that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other 
grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind 
of seed its own body. 39For not all flesh is the same, but there is 
one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and 
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another for fish. 40There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, 
but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the 
earthly is of another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another 
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs 
from star in glory. 42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. 
What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 43It is 
sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is 
raised in power. 44It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual 
body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body…

51Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead 
will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53For this 
perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal 
body must put on immortality. 54When the perishable puts on the 
imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come 
to pass the saying that is written: 

	 “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
	 55“O death, where is your victory? 
	 O death, where is your sting?” 

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But 
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 58Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the 
Lord your labor is not in vain.

Leader	 This is the Word of the Lord.

People	 Thanks be to God.
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Notes
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Additional Scripture
2 Corinthians 5:1-4 /  For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home 
is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our 
heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 
For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened--not that we 
would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. 

Creedal Response: Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended into hell. § 
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there 
he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,* the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.

§ Christ suffered God’s wrath on the cross

* Universal church
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Songs of Thanksgiving
Please stand for the final songs if you are able.

O Praise The Name (Anástasis) 
(Words & Music: Benjamin Hastings, Dean Ussher, and Marty Sampson 2015)

I cast my mind to Calvary
Where Jesus bled and died for me
I see His wounds His hands His feet
My Saviour on that cursed tree

His body bound and drenched in tears
They laid Him down in Joseph’s tomb
The entrance sealed by heavy stone
Messiah still and all alone

O praise the Name of the Lord our God
O praise His Name forevermore
For endless days we will sing Your praise
Oh Lord oh Lord our God

Then on the third at break of dawn
The Son of heaven rose again
O trampled death where is your sting
The angels roar for Christ the King

He shall return in robes of white
The blazing sun shall pierce the night
And I will rise among the saints
My gaze transfixed on Jesus’ face
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CCLI License #2473859

All scripture verses are the English Standard Version (ESV), unless otherwise noted.

Blessed Assurance   
(Words & Music: Fanny Crosby & Phoebe Knapp 1870’s)

Blessed assurance Jesus is mine
O what a foretaste of glory divine
Heir of salvation purchase of God
Born of His Spirit washed in His blood

This is my story this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long
This is my story this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long

Perfect submission all is at rest
I in my Savior am happy and blest
Watching and waiting looking above
Filled with His goodness lost in His love

Prayer

Announcements
At the beginning of announcements parents are dismissed to pick up their children 
from nursery.

Benediction

Tonight’s Evening Service: Reverend Joseph Bianco will preach “Living 
as People who are Free: Husbands and Wives” on 1 Peter 3:1-7.


