
Sunday Morning Worship
September 8, 2019



Reflections

Take hold of God as Scripture instructs you: “Since, in wisdom, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of 
what we preach to save those who believe....” For this purpose he came 
down, was born, lived among men, suffered, was crucified, and died, 
so that in every possible way he might present himself to our sight. He 
wanted us to fix the gaze of our hearts upon himself and thus to prevent 
us from clambering unto heaven and speculating about the divine 
majesty.

- Martin Luther 

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please stop by the 
Welcome Table in the foyer - we would love to meet you! If you would like 
more information, please fill out one of the info cards on the table, refer to 
our print newsletter, City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Please speak to an usher or greeter if you have any questions about the nursery and 
children’s programs.
•	 There is a nursery for children infant – 3 during the service.

•	 Cry Room space is available during the service off the foyer and Board Room. 

•	 Children’s bulletins are available at the side table for those staying in service.

•	 During the service, children 4 – 7 are invited to continue their worship at 
Children’s Church.
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Worship – September 8, 2019
Presider: Reverend Nameun Cho

Call to Worship: 2 Corinthians 4:5-10
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader	 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.

People	 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Leader	 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, 

People	 To show that the surpassing power belongs to God and 
not to us. 

Leader	 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed; 

People	 Always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that 
the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.  

Prayer of Invocation
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Arise My Soul Arise 
(Words: Charles Wesley 1742; Music: Kevin Twit 1996)

Arise my soul, arise,
Shake off your guilty fears;
The bleeding sacrifice
On my behalf appears.
Before the throne my surety stands,
Before the throne my surety stands,
My name is written on his hands.

He ever lives above,
For me to intercede.
His all redeeming love,
His precious blood to plead.
His blood atoned for every race,
His blood atoned for every race,
And sprinkles now the throne of grace.

Arise      Echo: Arise
Arise      Echo: Arise
Arise      All: Arise my soul, arise
(Repeat)
Shake off your guilty fears and rise.

Five bleeding wounds he bears,
Received on Calvary.
They pour effectual prayers,
They strongly plead for me.
Forgive him, O forgive they cry.
Forgive him, O forgive they cry,
Don’t let that ransomed sinner die.

My God is reconciled,
His pardoning voice I hear;
He owns me for his child,
I can no longer fear;
With confidence I now draw nigh,
With confidence I now draw nigh,
And “Father, Abba, Father!” cry.

Scripture Reading: 1 Chronicles 29:10b-11
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O God of Our Salvation      
(Words & Music: Michael Bleecker and Matt Boswell 2009)

O God of our salvation
Who reigns upon the throne
The sov’reign Father great is He
From Whom all blessings flow

O God of our salvation
From Whom redemption comes
O Father Son and Spirit
The blessed Three in One

Behold the Son our Savior
Who for our sin was slain
The Christ Who purchased with His blood
The wretched souls of men

O God the Holy Spirit
Revealing deity
The fount of life and love divine
Throughout eternity

Glorify Thy Name      
(Words & Music: Donna Adkins 1976)

Father we love You
We worship and adore You
Glorify Thy name in all the earth
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name
Glorify Thy name in all the earth

Jesus we love You
We worship and adore You
Glorify Thy name in all the earth
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name
Glorify Thy name in all the earth

Spirit we love You
We worship and adore You
Glorify Thy name in all the earth
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name
Glorify Thy name in all the earth
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Call to Confession: 2 Corinthians 5:20-21

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God.  

Prayer of Confession
Father, you love your people as we are. But you also are 
working to change us. You have promised that your eternal 
purposes include forming us into the image of your Son, 
Jesus Christ. We confess that instead of seeking to grow up 
into maturity we are too often content to remain the same. 
Change seems scary and we value comfort and security too 
much. Help us to see the glory of the cross and the beauty of 
our upward call in Christ. Help us to know Jesus better and 
become more like him. We pray that your love would fill our 
hearts and lead us to truly love our brothers and sisters. Do 
this, so that Jesus will be glorified in our lives. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: 2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come.  

Membership Vows: Wati Kumwenda

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
During this song we will pass offering bags through the congregation. We ask that our 
members and regular attendees thoughtfully consider their contribution as an act of 
worship - a response to God’s grace in our lives. Those who are not a regular part of 
our church are not expected to participate in the offering.

Jesus Messiah 
(Words & Music: Daniel Carson, Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves, & Chris Tomlin)

He became sin who knew no sin
That we might become His righteousness
He humbled Himself and carried the cross
Love so amazing love so amazing

Jesus Messiah Name above all names
Blessed Redeemer Emmanuel
The Rescue for sinners
The Ransom from heaven
Jesus Messiah Lord of all

His body the bread, His blood the wine
Broken and poured out all for love
The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn
Love so amazing love so amazing

All our hope is in You
All our hope is in You
All the glory to You God
The Light of the world

Pastoral Prayer
At this time, children ages 4-7 are invited to continue their worship at Children’s 
Church. The leaders will bring the children to children’s church and then back to the 
worship service after the sermon.
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Sermon:  1 Corinthians 1:18-2:10
2019 Core Values: Formed by the Cross 

“Meeting God at the Cross“ - Reverend Matt Koerber

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For 
it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where 
is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through 
the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men. 

26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were 
wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 
bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being 
might boast in the presence of God. 30And because of him 
you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31so that, as 
it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
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2:1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech 
or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3And I was with you 
in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4and my speech 
and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your 
faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of 
God. 

6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is 
not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are 
doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a secret and hidden 
wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our 
glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if 
they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
9But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for 
those who love him”—10these things God has revealed to us 
through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even 
the depths of God.

Leader	 This is the Word of the Lord.

People	 Thanks be to God.
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Additional Scripture
Matthew 16:15-17 /  He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And 
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.”

Matthew 16:21 /  From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that 
he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 

Matthew 16:24-25 /  Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it.”

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 /  For I delivered to you as of first importance what 
I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures...

Creedal Response: Westminster Shorter Catechism
Q27. What did Christ’s humiliation consist of?

A. Christ’s humiliation consisted of his being born in a low 
condition, living under the Law, undergoing the miseries of 
this life, undergoing the wrath of God and the cursed death 
of the Cross, and in being buried and continuing under the 
power of death for a time.

Q28. What does Christ’s exaltation consist of?

A. Christ’s exaltation consists of his rising again from the 
dead on the third day, ascending to heaven, sitting at the 
right hand of God the Father, and coming to judge the 
world on the last day.
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(continued on next page)

Songs of Thanksgiving
Please stand for the final songs if you are able.

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
(Words & Music: Lowell Mason & Isaac Watts)

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

This I Believe - Apostles’ Creed 
(Words & Music: Ben Fielding & Matt Crocker 2014)

Our Father everlasting
The all creating One
God Almighty
Through Your Holy Spirit
Conceiving Christ the Son
Jesus our Saviour

I believe in God our Father
I believe in Christ the Son
I believe in the Holy Spirit
Our God is three in One
I believe in the resurrection
That we will rise again
For I believe in the Name of Jesus
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Our judge and our defender
Suffered and crucified
Forgiveness is in You
Descended into darkness
You rose in glorious life
Forever seated high

I believe in life eternal
I believe in the virgin birth
I believe in the saints’ communion
And in Your holy Church
I believe in the resurrection
When Jesus comes again
For I believe in the Name of Jesus

Prayer

Announcements
At the beginning of announcements parents are dismissed to pick up their children 
from nursery.

Benediction

Tonight’s Evening Service NOTE NEW TIME 6:00PM: Reverend Joseph 
Bianco will be preaching “Compassion for the City” on Jonah 4:1-11.


