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"Q32: But why are you called a Christian?

A: Because by faith | am a member of Christ and thus a partaker of His
anointing, in order that | also may confess His Name, may present myself a
living sacrifice of thankfulness to Him, and that with a free conscience | may
fight against sin and the devil in this life, and hereafter in eternity reign with
Him over all creatures."

- Heidelberg Catechism



Evening Worship Service

City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship — October 27, 2024
Presider: Reverend Matt Koerber

Call to Worship: Micah 4:1-4
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.
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It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the
house of the Lorp shall be established as the highest of the
mountains,

And it shall be lifted up above the hills; and peoples shall flow
to it,

And many nations shall come, and say: "Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lorp, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he
may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths."

For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
Lorp from Jerusalem.

He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide disputes
for strong nations far away;

And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore;

But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree,

And no one shall make them afraid, for the mouth of the Lorp
of hosts has spoken.

Prayer of Invocation



How Firm a Foundation

(Words: R. Keene & George Keith 1787, Music: American Folk)
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

"Fear not, | am with thee; O be not dismayed!

For | am thy God, | will still give thee aid,;

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by my righteous omnipotent hand."

"When through the deep waters | call thee to go,
The rivers of grief shall not thee overflow,

For | will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress."

"When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply,
The flame shall not hurt thee, | only design

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine."

"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,

| will not, | will not, desert to its foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to break,
| will never, no, never, no, never forsake."

Holy Spirit

(Words & Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 2006)
Holy Spirit living Breath of God

Breathe new life into my willing soul

Let the presence of the risen Lord

Come renew my heart and make me whole
Cause Your word to come alive in me

Give me faith for what | cannot see

Give me passion for Your purity

Holy Spirit breathe new life in me

(continued on next page)



Holy Spirit come abide within

May Your joy be seen in all | do

Love enough to cover ev'ry sin

In each thought and deed and attitude
Kindness to the greatest and the least
Gentleness that sows the path of peace
Turn my strivings into works of grace
Breath of God show Christ in all | do

Holy Spirit from creation's birth

Giving life to all that God has made

Show Your power once again on earth
Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways
Let the fragrance of our pray'rs arise

Lead us on the road of sacrifice

That in unity the face of Christ

May be clear for all the world to see

Call to Confession: isaiah 58:6-8

"Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed
go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your

bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your
house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide
yourself from your own flesh? Then shall your light break forth
like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your
righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the Lorp shall be
your rear guard.

Prayer of Confession:

Lord, you have called us to love our neighbor as ourselves. Yet
we fear that if we give generously, we won't have enough left
for ourselves. Help us to trust that you are abundantly good
and will meet all of our needs. Help us to trust that, as you
promise, the righteous will never be moved. Forgive us for the
times we have doubted your provision and grasped too tightly
to the material blessings you have given us. Give us hearts
that long to see your Gospel go forward and that give joyfully.
Amen.



Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: isaiah 25:6-9

On this mountain the Lorp of hosts will make for all peoples a
feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of
marrow, of aged wine well refined. And he will swallow up on
this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil
that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lorp God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the
reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for
the Lorp has spoken. It will be said on that day, "Behold, this is
our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is
the Lorp; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his
salvation."

Corporate Prayer

Song of Renewal

We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St,

15207)

Love Divine All Loves Excelling
(Words: Charles Wesley 1747; Music: Lowell Mason 1839)
Love divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heav'n to earth come down!

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,

All Thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesus, Thou art all compassion,

Pure unbounded love Thou art;

Visit us with Thy salvation,

Enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast!

Let us all in Thee inherit,

Let us find our promised rest.

Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;

End of faith, as its beginning,

‘continued on next page,
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Come, Almighty to deliver,

Let us all Thy life receive;

Suddenly return, and never,

Never more Thy temples leave.

May we be a blessing to Thee,

Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.

Finish then Thy new creation,

Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee!

Changed from glory into glory,

Till in heaven we take our place;

Till we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love and praise.

Scripture & Homily: Acts 11:19-30
"What Saul Meant for Evil, God Meant for Good"

- Elder Benjamin Chidester

ow those who were scattered because of the persecution
N that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and
Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except
Jews. 2°But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists
also, preaching the Lord Jesus. ?’And the hand of the Lord
was with them, and a great number who believed turned to
the Lord. *?The report of this came to the ears of the church
in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. *When he
came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted
them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast
purpose, **for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and
of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord.
»*So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, **and when he
had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year
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they met with the church and taught a great many people.
And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.

*’Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem

to Antioch. **And one of them named Agabus stood up and
foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over
all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). **So
the disciples determined, every one according to his ability,
to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. **And they did
so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture

Genesis 50:20 / As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it
for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they
are today.

Acts 7:58-8:1 / Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And
the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named
Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, "Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit." And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice,
"Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And when he had said this, he
fell asleep. And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that
day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were
all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles.

2 Corinthians 8:3-5 / For they gave according to their means, as |

can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us
earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— and this,
not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then
by the will of God to us.

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 / The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.




Song of Thanksgiving

Jesus with Thy Church Abide

(Words: Thomas Pollock 1871 & Music: Christopher Miner 1997)
Jesus, with Thy Church abide,

Be her Savior, Lord, and Guide,

While on earth her faith is tried:

We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)

Bid our strife and envy cease,
Grant the lovely gift of peace:
All her dreadful sin release.
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)

Keep her life and doctrine pure,
Help her, patient, to endure,
Trusting in Thy promise sure:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)

May she one in doctrine be,
One in truth and charity,
Winning all to faith in Thee:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)

May she guide the poor and blind,
Seek the lost until she find,

And the broken hearted bind:

We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)

May she thus all glorious be,
Spotless and from sin borne free,
Pure and bright, bring praise to Thee:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)

Benediction



