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Evening Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Communion Worship – March 15, 2026
Presider: Elder Ben Chidester

Call to Worship: Psalm 5:1-8
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader	 Give ear to my words, O Lord; consider my groaning.

People	 Give attention to the sound of my cry, my King and my God, 
for to you do I pray.

Leader	 O Lord, in the morning you hear my voice; in the morning I 
prepare a sacrifice for you and watch.

People	 For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may 
not dwell with you.

Leader	 The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all 
evildoers.

People	 You destroy those who speak lies; the Lord abhors the 
bloodthirsty and deceitful man.

Leader	 But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter 
your house. I will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear 
of you.

People	 Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness because of my 
enemies; make your way straight before me.

Prayer of Invocation
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Holy Holy Holy
(Words: Reginald Heber 1826; Music: John Bacchus Dykes 1823-76)

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,
Who was, and is, and evermore shall be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name,
In earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
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Isaiah 2 | Come Let Us Walk In The Light
(Words & Music: Daniel Snoke 2019)

Come to the mountain of the Lord,
A home for the nations.
Come to the hill above all hills,
Greater than kingdoms.
People from all the earth will f low
Into his presence.

Come let us walk in the light of the Lord.
Come let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Let us go up to meet with God
And follow his pathway.
Let the Lord teach us in the Word
That goes out from Zion.
The Law of the Lord will be the light
That leads us to worship.

Bring your dispute before the Lord,
And look for his justice.
Bring to our God your love for war;
Replace it with mercy.
Nations will lay their weapons down
And take up forgiveness.
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Call to Confession: Joshua 7:11-12

Israel has sinned; they have transgressed my covenant that 
I commanded them; they have taken some of the devoted 
things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their 
own belongings. Therefore the people of Israel cannot stand 
before their enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, 
because they have become devoted for destruction. I will be with 
you no more, unless you destroy the devoted things from among 
you.

Prayer of Confession: Based on Psalm 32

Heavenly Father, you have said that the man whose transgres-
sions are forgiven is blessed. You promise to forgive when we 
come to you in confession, but I have kept silent and harbored 
sin within my heart, hoping to hide it from you.

Yet as I have, my bones have wasted away. My soul has 
groaned all day long. For day and night, your hand has laid 
heavy upon my conscience. My strength has been dried up as 
by the heat of summer.

So now, I acknowledge my sin to you. I will reveal it to you 
and not cover it. May you, O Lord, please forgive the iniquity 
of my sin, that I may be the blessed man, against whom you 
count no iniquity.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: 1 Corinthians 15:21-22

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive.

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of 
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St., 
15207)

Hide Away in the Love of Jesus
(Words & Music: Steve & Vikki Cook 2008)

Come weary saints though tired and weak
Hide away in the love of Jesus
Your strength will return by His quiet streams
Hide away in the love of Jesus

Come wand’ring soul and find your home
Hide away in the love of Jesus
He offers the rest that you yearn to know
Hide away in the love of Jesus

Hear Him calling your name
See the depths of His love
In the wounds of His grace
Hide away hide away

Come guilty ones weighed down with sin
Hide away in the love of Jesus
The freedom you long for is found in Him
Hide away in the love of Jesus

Come hopeless hearts, do not despair
Hide away in the love of Jesus
For ten-thousand joys await you there
Hide away in the love of Jesus
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Scripture & Homily: Joshua 7
"The Soul Who Sins Shall Die"

-  Elder Ben Chidester

But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the 
devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, son of 

Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the 
devoted things. And the anger of the Lord burned against 
the people of Israel.
2Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-
aven, east of Bethel, and said to them, “Go up and spy out 
the land.” And the men went up and spied out Ai. 3And they 
returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the 
people go up, but let about two or three thousand men go up 
and attack Ai. Do not make the whole people toil up there, 
for they are few.” 4So about three thousand men went up 
there from the people. And they f led before the men of Ai, 
5and the men of Ai killed about thirty-six of their men and 
chased them before the gate as far as Shebarim and struck 
them at the descent. And the hearts of the people melted and 
became as water.
6Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his 
face before the ark of the Lord until the evening, he and 
the elders of Israel. And they put dust on their heads. 7And 
Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord God, why have you brought this 
people over the Jordan at all, to give us into the hands of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? Would that we had been content 
to dwell beyond the Jordan! 8O Lord, what can I say, when 
Israel has turned their backs before their enemies! 9For the 
Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it 
and will surround us and cut off our name from the earth. 
And what will you do for your great name?”
10The Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen 
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on your face? 11Israel has sinned; they have transgressed my 
covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of 
the devoted things; they have stolen and lied and put them 
among their own belongings. 12Therefore the people of Israel 
cannot stand before their enemies. They turn their backs 
before their enemies, because they have become devoted for 
destruction. I will be with you no more, unless you destroy 
the devoted things from among you. 13Get up! Consecrate the 
people and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for thus 
says the Lord, God of Israel, “There are devoted things in 
your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies 
until you take away the devoted things from among you.” 
14In the morning therefore you shall be brought near by your 
tribes. And the tribe that the Lord takes by lot shall come 
near by clans. And the clan that the Lord takes shall come 
near by households. And the household that the Lord takes 
shall come near man by man. 15And he who is taken with the 
devoted things shall be burned with fire, he and all that he 
has, because he has transgressed the covenant of the Lord, 
and because he has done an outrageous thing in Israel.’”
16So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel near 
tribe by tribe, and the tribe of Judah was taken. 17And he 
brought near the clans of Judah, and the clan of the Zerahites 
was taken. And he brought near the clan of the Zerahites 
man by man, and Zabdi was taken. 18And he brought near his 
household man by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, son of 
Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19Then 
Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord God of 
Israel and give praise to him. And tell me now what you have 
done; do not hide it from me.” 20And Achan answered Joshua, 
“Truly I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and 
this is what I did: 21when I saw among the spoil a beautiful 
cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold 
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weighing 50 shekels, then I coveted them and took them. And 
see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the 
silver underneath.”
22So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and 
behold, it was hidden in his tent with the silver underneath. 
23And they took them out of the tent and brought them to 
Joshua and to all the people of Israel. And they laid them 
down before the Lord. 24And Joshua and all Israel with him 
took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver and the cloak and 
the bar of gold, and his sons and daughters and his oxen and 
donkeys and sheep and his tent and all that he had. And they 
brought them up to the Valley of Achor. 25And Joshua said, 
“Why did you bring trouble on us? The Lord brings trouble 
on you today.” And all Israel stoned him with stones. They 
burned them with fire and stoned them with stones. 26And 
they raised over him a great heap of stones that remains to 
this day. Then the Lord turned from his burning anger. 
Therefore, to this day the name of that place is called the 
Valley of Achor.

Leader	 This is the Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.
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Additional Scripture
Ezekiel 18:20 / The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not suffer for the 
iniquity of the father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son. The 
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of 
the wicked shall be upon himself.

Acts 5:1-6 / But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece 
of property, and with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of 
the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet. 
But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? While it 
remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not 
at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? 
You have not lied to man but to God.” When Ananias heard these words, he 
fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 
The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.

Galatians 5:9 / A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

Communion
City Reformed Church invites all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their 
sins and trust Christ alone for salvation, and who are members of congregations which 
proclaim the gospel, to receive Holy Communion with us. Parents with non-communing 
children are encouraged to bring their children forward during communion. The elders 
will lay a hand on their head and briefly pray for them as they serve you.

Communion is served with wine and with grape juice. The wine is placed in the two 
outer circles of the communion tray, and the grape juice is placed in the inner circle. 
Because Jesus used wine during the first communion service, we believe using real 
wine is beneficial. However, participants are welcome to choose. There is also gluten-
free bread available on each plate.

Please join us in song as we celebrate Christ dwelling with his church in the sacrament 
of communion.
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Songs of Communion

I Know That My Redeemer Lives
(Words: Samuel Medley 1775; Music: "Duke Street" John Warrington Hatton 1793)

I know that my Redeemer lives
What comfort this sweet sentence gives
He lives He lives who once was dead
He lives my everlasting Head

He lives my kind wise constant Friend
Who still will keep me to the end
He lives and while He lives I’ll sing
Jesus my Prophet Priest and King

He lives to silence all my fears
He lives to wipe away my tears
He lives to calm my troubled heart
He lives all blessings to impart

He lives to bless me with His love
He lives to lead for me above
He lives to raise me from the grave
And me eternally to save

He lives to grant me daily breath
He lives and I shall conquer death
He lives all glory to His name
Jesus unchangeably the same

Doxology
(Words: Thomas Ken 1674; Music: Louis Bourgeois 1510)

Praise God, from whom all blessings f low;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen

Benediction
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Announcements                 www.cityreformed.org/events
Officer and Women's 
Ministry Council 
Nominations

The nomination period is now open for all potential 
elder, deacon, and Women’s Ministry Council 
candidates. If you are a member of City Reformed, 
please send a list of all of your nominations to 
pastormatt@cityreformed.org by March 31st.

Evening Worship 
Service Coordinator 
Need

We are in search for one or two additional people 
to "set the table" for PM evening worship. This paid 
opportunity would require a person to open and close 
the Coleman building along with a couple of other 
small responsibilities. Contact Chrissie if interested: 
chrissie@cityreformed.org

Baby Bottle Campaign
Due Sunday, March 29th

Join our Baby Bottle Campaign this March! Support the 
life-saving work of Network of Life/ Women’s Choice 
Network by filling a bottle with cash, coins, or a check 
made payable to Network of Life, or by giving online at 
ebottle.org (select City Reformed Presbyterian Church). 
Please return all physical bottles by Sunday, March 29, 
full or empty. See networkoflife.org for information.

Medical Missions 
Opportunity, Ethiopia

CRPC will be sending a medical mission team to 
Ethiopia 6/27-7/5. For more info, contact Alex Watt 
(alex@alexcwatt.com). 

Thursday PM Women’s 
Bible Study
January 15th - early April 
6:45 PM - 8:45 PM
Greenfield Chapel

We are starting a new study on Revelation using the 
book and video series by Nancy Guthrie, Blessed: 
Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation. 
Contact Tracy (partridge.ta@gmail.com) or Chrissie 
(chrissie@cityreformed.org).

Membership Class
May 22nd - 23rd

If you are interested in learning more about City 
Reformed and/or joining the church, you're invited to 
attend our next Membership Class! Contact Pastor 
Joseph Bianco (joseph@cityreformed.org) for info.

Mommies’ Discipleship 
Group
2nd and 4th Thursdays
7 PM - 9 PM

Meets every 2nd and 4th Thursday, 7-9pm at the home 
of Sandy Snoke. Come enjoy warm tea and fellowship 
with other moms while studying the Sermon on the 
Mount from the book of Matthew and praying for one 
another. Contact Sandy (scsnoke@comcast.net).


