
Sunday Evening Service 
July 12, 2026

“This little light of mine
I’m going to let it shine
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.”

- American Gospel song
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Evening Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship – July 12, 2026
Presider: Elder Craig Kozminski

Call to Worship: Isaiah 60:1-7
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader	 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord 
has risen upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples;

People	 But the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen 
upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and kings to 
the brightness of your rising. 

Leader	 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, 
they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your 
daughters shall be carried on the hip.

People	 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and 
exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to 
you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.

Leader	 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of 
Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall 
bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the 
praises of the Lord.

People	 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you; the rams 
of Nebaioth shall minister to you; they shall come up with 
acceptance on my altar, and I will beautify my beautiful 
house.

Prayer of Invocation
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Praise to the Lord the Almighty #53

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear,
Now to his temple draw near,
Join me in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen
How thy desires e'er have been
Granted in what he ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee!
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee;
Ponder anew
What the Almighty will do,
If with his love he befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord, who with marvelous wisdom hath made thee,
Decked thee with health, and with loving hand guided and stayed 
thee.
How oft in grief
Hath not he brought thee relief,
Spreading his wings to o'ershade thee!

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen
Sound from his people again;
Gladly fore'er we adore him.
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Ah Holy Jesus How Hast Thou Offended #248

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended,
That man to judge thee hath in hate pretended?
By foes derided, by thine own rejected,
O most afflicted.

Who was the guilty who brought this upon thee?
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.
'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee:
I crucified thee.

Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered:
The slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered:
For man's atonement, while he nothing heedeth,
God intercedeth.

For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation,
Thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation:
Thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion,
For my salvation.

Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee,
I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee,
Think on thy pity and thy love unswerving,
Not my deserving.

Call to Confession: Ephesians 5:6-12

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these 
things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
Therefore do not become partners with them; for at one time you 
were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children 
of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right 
and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take 
no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do 
in secret.
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Prayer of Confession: 
Jesus, you have called us to be the light of the world, to 
make your light known, but we still long to turn back to the 
darkness of sin. We have been poor witnesses to the pure 
light of your Gospel, when we are still so full of darkness. You 
have called us to fight against the evil in the world and within 
ourselves, but instead, we attempt to conceal our sin in the 
hidden recesses of our hearts.

You have called us out of darkness into the light and to bring 
our sins into the light through repentance, that we may be 
healed. So we confess them and bring them to you now. Let 
the light of your Gospel shine even upon them, that we might 
receive your mercy. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: Ephesians 5:13-14

But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for 
anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, 
O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of 
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St., 
15207)

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God #92

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing;
Our helper he amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe
Doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and pow'r are great;
And armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing;
Were not the right man on our side,
The man of God's own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be?
Christ Jesus, it is he,
Lord Sabaoth his name,
From age to age the same,
And he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled,
Should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us.
The prince of darkness grim,
We tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure,
For lo! his doom is sure;
One little word shall fell him.

(continued on next page)
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That Word above all earthly pow'rs,
No thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours
Through him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go,
This mortal life also;
The body they may kill:
God's truth abideth still;
His kingdom is forever.
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Scripture & Homily: Joshua 23
"Defying the Surrounding Darkness with the Light of the Gospel"

- Elder Ben Chidester

A long time afterward, when the Lord had given rest to 
Israel from all their surrounding enemies, and Joshua 

was old and well advanced in years, 2Joshua summoned all 
Israel, its elders and heads, its judges and officers, and said 
to them, “I am now old and well advanced in years. 3And 
you have seen all that the Lord your God has done to all 
these nations for your sake, for it is the Lord your God 
who has fought for you. 4Behold, I have allotted to you as an 
inheritance for your tribes those nations that remain, along 
with all the nations that I have already cut off, from the 
Jordan to the Great Sea in the west. 5The Lord your God will 
push them back before you and drive them out of your sight. 
And you shall possess their land, just as the Lord your God 
promised you. 6Therefore, be very strong to keep and to do 
all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, turning 
aside from it neither to the right hand nor to the left, 7that 
you may not mix with these nations remaining among you or 
make mention of the names of their gods or swear by them 
or serve them or bow down to them, 8but you shall cling to 
the Lord your God just as you have done to this day. 9For 
the Lord has driven out before you great and strong nations. 
And as for you, no man has been able to stand before you 
to this day. 10One man of you puts to f light a thousand, 
since it is the Lord your God who fights for you, just as he 
promised you. 11Be very careful, therefore, to love the Lord 
your God. 12For if you turn back and cling to the remnant of 
these nations remaining among you and make marriages with 
them, so that you associate with them and they with you, 
13know for certain that the Lord your God will no longer 
drive out these nations before you, but they shall be a snare 
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and a trap for you, a whip on your sides and thorns in your 
eyes, until you perish from off this good ground that the 
Lord your God has given you.
14“And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and 
you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one 
word has failed of all the good things that the Lord your 
God promised concerning you. All have come to pass for you; 
not one of them has failed. 15But just as all the good things 
that the Lord your God promised concerning you have been 
fulfilled for you, so the Lord will bring upon you all the evil 
things, until he has destroyed you from off this good land 
that the Lord your God has given you, 16if you transgress the 
covenant of the Lord your God, which he commanded you, 
and go and serve other gods and bow down to them. Then the 
anger of the Lord will be kindled against you, and you shall 
perish quickly from off the good land that he has given to 
you.”

Leader	 This is the Word of the Lord.

People	 Thanks be to God.
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Additional Scripture
Joshua 1:7 / Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do 
according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do 
not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good 
success wherever you go.

2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 / Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For 
what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship 
has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what 
portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? What agreement has 
the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; 
as God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them,     
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore go out 
from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord,and touch no 
unclean thing; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and 
you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.” Since 
we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 
defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear 
of God.

1 Corinthians 5:9-11 / I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with 
sexually immoral people— not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this 
world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would 
need to go out of the world. But now I am writing to you not to associate 
with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual 
immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not 
even to eat with such a one.

Song of Thanksgiving

The Sands Of Time Are Sinking #546

The sands of time are sinking,
The dawn of heaven breaks,
The summer morn I've sighed for,
The fair sweet morn awakes;
Dark, dark, hath been the midnight,
But dayspring is at hand,
And glory, glory dwelleth
In Emmanuel's land.

(continued on next page)
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The King there in his beauty
Without a veil is seen;
It were a well-spent journey
Though sev'n deaths lay between:
The Lamb with his fair army
Doth on Mount Zion stand,
And glory, glory dwelleth
In Emmanuel's land.

O Christ, he is the fountain,
The deep sweet well of love!
The streams on earth I've tasted
More deep I'll drink above:
There to an ocean fullness
His mercy doth expand,
And glory, glory dwelleth
In Emmanuel's land.

The bride eyes not her garment,
But her dear bridegroom's face;
I will not gaze at glory,
But on my King of grace;
Not at the crown he gifteth,
But on his pierced hand:
The Lamb is all the glory
Of Emmanuel's land.

Benediction
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Announcements                 www.cityreformed.org/events
Rainforest Falls VBS
July 20-24th 
10AM - 12:30PM

Register now and invite your friends to Rainforest Falls 
VBS! Children attendees, ages 4 to rising 5th graders, 
and youth volunteers still needed. Email Debbie at 
vbs@cityreformed.org with any questions, and register 
at cityreformed.org/vbs. To donate supplies, order 
from our Amazon Wish List at this link: https://a.
co/08qOflai 

Haymaker Pool
August 8
7PM - 9PM

Do you or your kids enjoy swimming? Please mark your 
calendar to join East Suburban friends at a Pool Party 
on Saturday night, August 8 (weather permitting).  
Haymaker Pool, 7:00 to 9:00 PM in Monroeville.  Details 
to follow, bring snacks to share. 


