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Batman: "Gotham needs its true hero..I'm whatever Gotham needs me to be...
You'll hunt me. You'll condemn me, set the dogs on me. Because that's what
needs to happen.”

Gordon's Son: "Batman? Batman! Why is he running, Dad?"

Gordon: "Because we have to chase him."

Gordon's Son: "He didn't do anything wrong."

Gordon: "Because he's the hero that Gotham deserves, but not the one it
needs right now...so we'll hunt him...because he can take it..because he's not a
hero..he's a silent guardian, a watchful protector..a Dark Knight."

- The Dark Knight

Sunday Evening Worship
October 25, 2026



Evening Worship Service

City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship — October 25, 2026
Presider: Reverend Matt Koerber

Call to Worship: psaim 99:1-5
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.
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People
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The Loro reigns; let the peoples tremble!

He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
The Loro is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples.
Let them praise your great and awesome name! Holy is he!

The King in his might loves justice. You have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.

Exalt the Lorp our God; worship at his footstool! Holy is hel

Prayer of Invocation



Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder

(Words: John Newton 1774; Music: Laura Taylor 2001)

Let us love and sing and wonder,

Let us praise the Savior's name,

He has hushed the law's loud thunder,
He has quenched Mount Sinai's flame,
He has washed us with his blood (3x),
He has brought us nigh to God.

Let us love the Lord who bought us,
Pitied us when enemies.

Called us by his grace and taught us
Gave us ears and gave us eyes.

He has washed us with his blood (3x),
He presents our souls to God.

Let us sing though fierce temptations
Threaten hard to bear us down.

For the Lord our strong salvation
Holds in view the conqueror's crown
He who washed us with his blood (3x),
Soon will bring us home to God.

Let us wonder grace and justice

Join and point to mercy's store.

When through grace in Christ our trust is
Justice smiles and asks no more.

He who washed us with his blood (3x),
Has secured our way to God.

Let us praise and join the chorus

Of the saints enthroned on high.

Here they trusted him before us

Now their praises fill the sky.

You have washed us with your blood (3x),
You are worthy, Lamb of God



All Sufficient Merit

(Words & Music: Bethany Barnard, Bryan Fowler, and Shane Barnard 2023)

All sufficient merit shining like the sun

A fortune | inherit by no work | have done

My righteousness | forfeit at my Savior's cross
Where all sufficient merit did what | could not

In love he condescended eternal now in time

A life without a blemish the Maker made to die

The law could never save us our lawlessness had won
Until the pure and spotless Lamb had finally come

It is done it is finished
No more debt | owe
Paid in full all sufficient
Merit now my own

| lay down my garments any empty boast

Good works now all corrupted by the sinful host

I'm dressed in my Lord Jesus a crimson robe made white
No more fear of judgment his righteousness is mine

All sufficient merit firm in life and death

The joy of my salvation shall be my final breath
When | stand accepted before the throne of God
I'll gaze upon my Jesus and thank him for the cross
Yes I'll thank him for the cross

Call to Confession: 1 samuel 8:4-7

Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to
Samuel at Ramah and said to him, "Behold, you are old and your
sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge
us like all the nations." But the thing displeased Samuel when
they said, "Give us a king to judge us." And Samuel prayed to the
Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, "Obey the voice of the people
in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but
they have rejected me from being king over them."



Prayer of Confession: Jeremiah 14:7-9

Though our iniquities testify against us,
act, O Lorp, for your name's sake;
for our backslidings are many;
we have sinned against you.
O you hope of Israel,
its savior in time of trouble,
why should you be like a stranger in the land,
like a traveler who turns aside to tarry for a night?
Why should you be like a man confused,
like a mighty warrior who cannot save?
Yet you, O Lorp, are in the midst of us,
and we are called by your name;
do not leave us.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: Ezekiel 37:23-27

"They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols and
their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But

| will save them from all the backslidings in which they have
sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and
| will be their God. My servant David shall be king over them,
and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall walk in my rules
and be careful to obey my statutes. They shall dwell in the land
that | gave to my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They
and their children and their children's children shall dwell there
forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever. | will
make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting
covenant with them. And | will set them in their land and multiply
them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. My
dwelling place shall be with them, and | will be their God, and
they shall be my people."

Corporate Prayer



Song of Renewal

We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St,
15207)

Here Is Love Vast As The Ocean (Everlasting Praise)
(Words & Music: Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, & Matt Boswell 2024)

Here is love vast as the ocean,
Lovingkindness as the flood

When the Prince of Life, our ransom,
Shed for us his precious blood

Who his love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing his praise?
He can never be forgotten
Throughout heav'n's eternal days

On the mount of crucifixion,

Fountains opened deep and wide
Through the floodgates of God's mercy,
Flowed a vast and gracious tide

Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
Poured incessant from above

Heaven's peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love

On the morn of resurrection

Mercy filled the thirsty grave

Where the stone of death burst open,
Springs of life flowed unrestrained
Love no heart could ever measure,
Joy no sorrows will outrun

Rush upon the soul believing

In the risen reigning Son

And oh, this love, vast love of Jesus,
Bids us come and drink and live

To this weary world of longing,
What more could our Savior give?
Now to Christ, who fully loved us
And who freed us from our sin

Be all glory and dominion,
Everlasting praise to him



Scripture & Homily: Luke 23:13-25
"Not the Messiah We Deserve, But the One We Need"
- Elder Ben Chidester

P ilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers
and the people, "*and said to them, “You brought me
this man as one who was misleading the people. And after
examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man
guilty of any of your charges against him. "Neither did
Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving
death has been done by him. I will therefore punish and
release him.”

"But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and
release to us Barabbas”— "a man who had been thrown into
prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder.
*’Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus,
*'but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third
time he said to them, “Why? What evil has he done? I have
found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore
punish and release him.” *But they were urgent, demanding
with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices
prevailed. **So Pilate decided that their demand should be
granted. *He released the man who had been thrown into
prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but
he delivered Jesus over to their will.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Additional Scripture

Luke 19:36-38 / And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the
road. As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of
Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise
God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, saying,
"Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven
and glory in the highest!"

John 5:17-18 / But Jesus answered them, "My Father is working until now,
and | am working." This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to
kill him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even
calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

Notes



Song of Thanksgiving

Rock of Ages

(Words: Augustus Toplady 1776; Music: Thomas Hastings 1853)

Rock of Ages cleft for me

Let me hide myself in thee

Let the water and the blood

From thy wounded side which flowed
Be of sin the double cure

Save from wrath and make me pure

Not the labors of my hands
Can fulfill thy law's demands
Could my zeal no respite know
Could my tears forever flow
All for sin could not atone
Thou must save and thou alone

Nothing in my hand | bring
Simply to the cross | cling
Naked come to thee for dress
Helpless look to thee for grace
Foul | to the fountain fly

Wash me Savior or | die

While | draw this fleeting breath
When mine eyes shall close in death
When | wake to worlds unknown
See thee on thy judgment throne
Rock of Ages cleft for me

Let me hide myself in thee

Benediction



Announcements

www.cityreformed.org/events

Tie-Dye/Backyard Fire
(MS & HS)

Sunday, November 1st
12:30 PM-2:30 PM
Schartner's House

MS and HS students, join us for food & fellowship
around a fire at the Schartner's house after Morning
Worship! The Youth Ministry will provide one t-shirt to
tie-dye per student, but students can bring additional
clothing to dye. RSVP via Church Center by 10/29.

Equipping Leaders
International (ELI)
Sunday, November 1st
After service

Mitch and Julie Brown (Mitch is Tracy Partridge's
brother) serve with a ministry that trains rural pastors
and lay leaders in developing countries with no access
to formal biblical training. They are working in Kenya &
Ethiopia. They will be in the cafeteria during fellowship
hour to share with us about this exciting work!

Annual Women's Mentor
Soup and Dessert Lunch
Sunday, November 8th
After service - 1 PM

WT Cafeteria

Come join us for yummy homemade soups and desserts
while getting to know other women at CRPC. The lunch
will start in the cafeteria immediately following the
morning worship service and will end at 1pm. Contact
Sandy for more information: scsnoke@comcast.net

Guys' and Girls' Night
Friday, November 13
6:30 PM-9:00 PM
Greenfield Chapel or the
Breeden's House

All male MS and HS students are invited to the
Greenfield Chapel for our annual Mario Kart
Tournament hosted by our male YM Disciplers!
The female MS and HS students are invited to the
Breeden's house up the street for games and fun!

CRPC Thanksgiving
Dinner

Sunday, November 15
5:30-7:30

JCC: 5738 Forbes Ave.

Our annual CRPC Thanksgiving Dinner will be
November 15th at the JCC (Jewish Community Center)
in Squirrel Hill. Two important things: this facility keeps
kosher & the date has been changed to a Sunday!
Sign-ups here: https://tinyurl.com/CRPC2026Thanks

RUF @ Pitt
DL Hall, Room 104
Thursdays, 9PM

RUF at Pitt Large Group Worship and Bible Study,
Thursdays, 9pm, David Lawrence Hall, room 104 on
Pitt's campus. All college students are welcome!

Capital Campaign
Prayer Time
300 Saline Street

Saturday, Nov 14, 9AM
Tuesday, Dec 8, 7:30PM

Thank you for praying for the Capital Campaign! Over
the coming months, church leaders will invite each
member to have a conversation about supporting the
campaign. Questions? Contact our Campaign Manager,
Allison Barker at allison@cityreformed.org. We are
hosting a few half-hour times of prayer for the Capital
Campaign; please join us as we seek the Lord together.

Singers Wanted for Two
New CRPC Choirs
Sundays @ WT

1) MONTHLY POP-UP CHOIR: Once a month, we will
sing 1-2 songs during worship. Arrive Sundays at
9:15am to go over vocal parts before worship.

2) SPECIAL MUSIC CHOIR: Anthems and special
arrangements for choir based on seasonal needs.
Rehearsals after church during fellowship hour. Contact
Daniel Snoke for more info dsnoke@ccojubilee.org
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Regular Events

www.cityreformed.org/events

College Shuttle
Sundays

9:30AM - PPU: 201 Wood St; Contact Amy:
amy@cityreformed.org

9:40AM - Duquesne University: 1015 Forbes Ave;
Contact Nameun: nameun@cityreformed.org
9:55AM - PITT: 4024 O'Hara St; Contact Gavin:
gavin.breeden@ruf.org

Agora Forum
Biweekly Mondays,
7PM, Allen Hall G-10

Discussion group for philosophy, theology, and the
broader culture from a Christian perspective. Next mtg:
10/26. Contact Alex Main: amain8511@gmail.com.

Global Missions
Prayer
Mondays @ 9 PM

This week we will be praying for John McCombs at
Mosaic and EVO. Held on Zoom: https://tinyurl.com/
cityreformedglobalprayer

Women's Bible Study
Tuesdays 9:45-11:45AM
Saline St.

A 5-7 week study on 1st John. Study taught by Paige
Brown. We offer childcare. Contact Luda luda.bates@
gmail.com for info on study.

Bean Sprouts
3rd Wednesday, 12 PM

The next Bean Sprouts meeting will be on Wednesday,
November 18. Contact Joe Stehle joestehle@gmail.com

Wednesday Prayer

Please join us for Scripture reading, adoration,

Meetings thanksgiving, and sharing prayer requests. Held on Zoom
8:30 - 9:30 AM at: https://tinyurl.com/crpcwednesdayprayer.

Youth Group Studying spiritual maturity in the New Testament, with
Biweekly Wednesdays, | questions like, "What does it mean to be mature in the
6:30 - 8:30 PM Christian life? How do we grow in maturity?"

Young Adult Women's
Discipleship Group
Wednesdays, 7 PM

Meets biweekly on the North Side. Contact Lindsay Karr
for more info: lindsay.karr@gmail.com.

Men's New Hope
Bi-Weekly Wednesdays

A ministry for men struggling with various kinds of
sexual sin. We practice accountability, scripture reading,
& book work. If you are interested, email joseph@
cityreformed.org to meet with the group leader.

Thursday Women's
Bible Study
1-3PM

Studying James: Walking in Wisdom. Thursdays from
1-3:00PM at Cathy Taylor's House. Contact Cathy Taylor
(lawyerdad5@aol.com).

Mommies Group
2nd & 4th Thursdays,
7 PM

Sandy Snoke's House

Mommies' discipleship group meets the 2nd and 4th
Thursday of the month. Join us for fellowship, prayer and
to explore what God's Word has to teach us about rest.
Contact Sandy at scsnoke@comcast.net

Young Adults
Fellowship

Young Adults Fellowship is a monthly time of fellowship,
food, and connection for young adults at City. Contact
Michele Kloes, michele.kloes@gmail.com, for more info.

Ultimate Frisbee
Thursdays

Ultimate frisbee group. All skill levels are welcome!
Contact Dan Toney danielrtoney@gmail.com
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College Students please refer to campus ministry contacts below:
«  CMU: Chris Bollinger (cwbollinger@gmail.com)
«  CCO at PPU: Matt Koerber (pastormatt®cityreformed.org)
*  RUF at Pitt: Gavin Breeden, Callie Miller, & Nehara Andrews. (gavin.
breeden@ruf.org, callie.miller@ruf.org, nehara.andrews@ruf.org)
e cityreformed.org/university/

Community GI’OUpS meet for Bible study, fellowship, and service. Contact
Elder Ben Chidester (ben@cityreformed.org) or visit our website at www.
cityreformed.org/community-groups/

Sunday:

Fox Chapel - Watson Barker
North Hills - David Bacon
East Suburban - Joe Stehle
Monday:

Forest Hills - Adam Schwab
Morningside - James Lettow
Tuesday:

Shaler - Dan Toney

Tuesday (cont.):

Squirrel Hill - Ben Chidester
Greenfield B - Chris Bollinger
Wednesday:

Friendship - Michael Hilton
Greenfield A - Max Winters
Regent Square - Dave Snoke
Thursday:

West Hills - Jon Dodd

Bellevue/North Side - Joe Benscoter

Leadership

Elders

Rev. Matthew Koerber:
pastormatt@cityreformed.org
Rev. Joseph Bianco:
joseph@cityreformed.org
Rev. John McCombs:
john@cityreformed.org
Rev. Nameun Cho:
nameun@cityreformed.org
David Bacon:
bacon1986@gmail.com
Ben Chidester:
benwchidester@®gmail.com
Luke Kephart:
lakephar@gmail.com
Craig Kozminski:
craigkozminski®gmail.com
Andy Leuenberger:
ahleuenberger@gmail.com
Joe Stehle:
joestehle@gmail.com
Dave Snoke:
snoke@hey.com

Women's Ministry Council

Debbie Bacon: dpasewark@gmail.com

Amanda Moore: mooreae1®@gmail.com

Irene Winkler: renew77@gmail.com

Linda Kephart: lindaskep@gmail.com

Jamie Dodd: jamie.l.dodd@gmail.com
Samantha Philip: samantharaephilip@gmail.com

Deacons All requests can be sent to:

deacons@cityreformed.org

Neil Friedrich: njfried@gmail.com

Bill Gould: wwgeochem@gmail.com

Cyril Isaac: dukecyrillus@gmail.com

Don McMillan: donmcmillan697@gmail.com
Kyle McMillan: kyle.mcmillan90@gmail.com
Nik Melchior: nik@alum.wustl.edu

Daniel Toney: danielrtoney®gmail.com
Jeff Winkler: jeffreypwinkler@gmail.com
John Bugay llI: johnbugayiii@gmail.com
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